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Riders of the Storm by Robert J. Horton tells of the encounter between an outlaw and a local

constable. Walt Coburn's The Texas Hellion finds a lawman posing as a wanted man. The Cayuse

is the story of Jase Kress and his love for Firefly, a horse he has raised from a colt.
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Short novels by Robert J. Horton, his protege Walt Coburn, and Cherry Wilson. These writers

deserve to be better known and these three gems are good evidence. The emphasis is on character

development, not just on action. The setting of the west is sparse and simple, as compared with the

complexity of a modern city. For me, this sparseness wonderfully mirrors the isolation of the modern

city dweller. Jon Tuska is a good guide to what deserves attention --- and why --- in the vast library

of western literature.
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